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studies, I declare myself not responsible for this. Nay, I cannot
without shame-facedness expose my difficulties to your gaze., sure as
I am that there is none of them that has not often suggested itself to
you in your reflections, and which you haw not with full conscious-
ness dismissed as of no account, or determined to keep out of sight.
Consequently, though I bring forward certain hypotheses, I bring
them forward merely as hypotheses, and they are hypotheses that
affect not the truths themselves of which you haw undertaken the
proof, but the method and the cogency of your proof. I unaffectedly
acknowledge the existence of Almighty God and the immortality of
our souls; my doubts concern merely the validity1 of the reasoning
by which you prove those matters, as well as other things involved in
the scheme of Metaphysical science.

RELATIVE TO MEDITATION I.

Of the things which may be brought within the sphere of the
doubtful.

In the matter of the first Meditation, there is really little for me
to linger over; I agree with your plan of freeing your mind from
every prejudice. On one point only I am not clear; that is, why
you should not have preferred to indicate simply'and with few words
that what you previously knew was uncertain, in order subsequently
to choose what might be found to be true, rather than by regarding
everything as false, not so much to dismiss an old prejudice, as to
take up with a new one. Thus, for example, it became necessary to
feign that God was a deceiver, or some evil spirit that mocks us, in
order to convince yourself; whereas it would have seemed to be suffi-
cient to ascribe that, to the obscurity of the human mind and the
weakness of its nature alone. Further, you feign that you are
dreaming in order to cast doubt on everything, and consider that
everything that happens is done to make sport of us. But will that
compel you to believe that you are not aivake and to deem uncertain
and false the events that occur before your eyes ? Say what you will,
no one will be convinced that you have convinced yourself that none
of the things you have learned are trice, and that your senses, or a
dream, or God, or an evil spirit have imposed on you. Would it
not have been better and more consonant with philosophic candour
and the love of the truth to state the actual facts in a straightforward
and simple manner, rather than to incur the possible objection of

1 Energiam.